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When Martensville's Graham Frattinger was just turning six, his mother was looking for an individual activity for him.
She was looking through a leisure guide and happened to see a listing for racquetball for youngsters. Graham tried it and liked the sport right away. A bit later, Ian, the younger son of Debbie and Tim Frattinger, picked up a racquet too.
That fortuitous flip through the leisure guide was the start of what has already been pretty impressive racquetball careers for the Frattinger brothers. They recently had success at the 2010 Canadian Junior National Racquetball Championships in Burlington, Ont. At the April 26-May 1 event, Ian, 8, won the gold medal in the 8U category and the consolation in the 10U category. Meanwhile Graham, 11, teamed up with Brandon, Man.'s Connor Madill to claim the silver medals in 12U doubles. He also placed sixth in 12U singles.
It was Graham's fourth time at nationals and Ian's third. What makes the pair so successful?  Loren Prentice, who coaches them this year with their longtime mentor Rob Barclay at the River Racquet Club, said:
“For me, the biggest thing is that they both love to play and they love to compete. ... They are my equivalent of rink rats. They are court rats. They can't wait for the courts to open."
Prentice also said the brothers are quick with good footwork. This gets them where they need to be thanks to great court awareness.
“They both know where the ball is going better than a lot of players their age,” Prentice said in a phone interview.

Each of the brothers has their own strengths and playing styles. Barclay noted that Graham is very easy to coach. The good listener is always willing to incorporate suggestions into his game, the coach said. As well, Barclay noted, “He doesn’t give up. ... He definitely is determined.”
The coach said that Ian is a quick study. The young player has good mechanics and is not afraid to lose.
“Ian just goes for it all the time,” Barclay said. “He is an aggressive player all the time.”
The coach noted that Ian is a very skilled player, while Graham is tricky to play against as he is a lefthander and is willing to run. The coach emphasized that both players are willing to work hard and learn. As well, he said the brothers have improved their serves this year and hit with more power.
Both boys enjoyed their time at nationals. In an email interview, the brothers noted they liked seeing and playing old friends and making new ones. As well, they got a kick out of eating out every night.
Anyone can compete at the national event, however players can earn funding by capturing provincial team spots through a qualifying tournaments series, Prentice explained. Both Frattingers earned a provincial team spot.
The duo made their nationals debut in 2007 in Burnaby, B.C. Playing in the multi-bounce division, which features modified rules for younger players, Graham won the silver medal and also took home a bronze medal in 8U. Ian was five at the time and just participated in the event, his mother explained in an email.
The next year, in Montreal, Graham placed fourth in 10U and cracked the quarterfinals in 12U. In 2009, the Frattingers competed in the nationals in their home province. In Regina, Ian was second in 8U and won the gold in his age category of multi-bounce. Graham was fourth in 10U and again made the quarterfinals in 12U.
The brothers, who also play soccer, said they have kept involved in racquetball because it is fun and they have the opportunity to travel.  The sport has also become a family affair for the Frattingers.
Debbie plays against the boys, ferries them to practice and cheers them on. Tim helps with coaching and also, because his sons are involved, started to play the sport. He competes in a men's league. He is still able to beat his son, but both boys have set a goal of defeating their dad. Prentice noted that their parents' encouragement of their offspring in a positive manner has certainly been a factor in their success.
“Debbie and Tim are so supportive of them," Prentice said. "They have taken them to some of the events they need to get them exposed to the game.”
